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almost two-thirds of a sub-group of critically ill patients, a new study finds, suggesting a deeper understanding of COVID-19 may come from a close examination of these particular patients. According to the study, published in the journal Science, coronavirus was detected in the
tissues of 62.5% of 10 patients that died due to COVID-19. Of the 10, five were men between 38 and 71 years old, and the other five were women between 27 and 76 years old. Two of the 10 patients died at home and the other eight died in hospitals. “Among patients who died
with COVID-19, we were able to detect viral RNA in multiple different organs, including the lungs, spleen, liver, heart, kidneys and brain,” study author Dr. Li Wenliang, a radiology resident at Wuhan Union Hospital, said in a news release. “In some cases, viral RNA in blood, lung

and spleen was detected.” The study was published Tuesday, Feb. 11, nearly two weeks after Li was called out on social media for allegedly revealing first coronavirus cases to colleagues at the hospital in a panic. Li was subsequently reprimanded by Chinese authorities and later
sentenced to 14 days in detention. While no one can be certain if the viral RNA detected in Li’s patients correlated to the fatality of COVID-19, the study found that of the 62.5% of patients with virus-containing tissue samples, seven were among those who died at home. “The

difference is significant,” said Dr. Wenliang, adding that nearly half of deaths in the COVID-19 patients were at home, suggesting there may be a link. “Perhaps infection is not to blame in all of them, but in a certain
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